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Held under the theme “Expansion, 
Innovation, Collaboration,” Global Airports 
Forum 2025 convened the global aviation 
community in Riyadh from 16 - 17 
December, bringing together industry 
leaders, policymakers, technology providers, 
and key stakeholders to advance dialogue 
and action across the aviation ecosystem. 

The event served as a strategic platform to 
showcase emerging technologies, 
strengthen cross-sector partnerships, and 
support sustainable growth within one of 
the world’s fastest-growing aviation 
markets..

The 2025 edition welcomed 8,000+ aviation 
professionals, 260+ international exhibitors, 
and 100+ expert speakers, creating a 
high-level environment for knowledge 
exchange, business development, and 
collaboration. 

EXPANSION,
INNOVATION,

COLLABORATION

Overview
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The programme was anchored by flagship 
features including the Global Aviation Issues 
Conference, Women in Aviation General 
Assembly, Airport Excellence Awards, and 
the Business Engagement Programme, each 
designed to drive meaningful engagement, 
recognize industry excellence, and facilitate 
targeted business connections.

Building on the strong momentum of the 2025 
edition, the next Global Airports Forum will 
relocate to the Riyadh Front Exhibition & 
Conference Center, marking a significant 
expansion in scale and ambition. This move 
reflects the event’s continued growth and 
reinforces its position as a leading aviation 
platform in the Middle East, supporting Saudi 
Arabia’s broader aviation and economic 
development objectives.
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20+
Conference 
Streams

80+
Speakers

400+
Delegates

14,644
Gross SQM

260+
Global Exhibitors
from 30+ Countries

8,000+
Aviation Leaders 
from 70+ Countries

10+
Award Categories

38
Award Winners

3,000+
Meetings

1,000+
Saudi and Middle 
East Buyers

2025 Metrics of Success





Why It Matters?



Exhibitor Overview

08 Global Airports Forum Post Show Report 2025

Global Airports Forum 2025 showcased 
an impressive array of innovative 
technologies, solutions, and services 
from top global and Saudi companies. 
Attendees were offered an extensive 
glimpse into the latest industry 
advancements and transformative ideas 
shaping the future of aviation.

Exhibitor Profiles

Air Traffic Control & Airfield 

21%

Airport Build & Maintenance 

18%

Airport Operations

17% Airport Technology & IT

16%

Aviation Support Services14%

Ground Support Equipment

11%

Ground Handling10%

Airport Security

9%

Government Organization5%

Retail & Duty Free2%



Exhibitor
Feedback

Satisfied with overall 
participation at the 

event

Met their objectives

90% 86%

Will exhibit next year

89%

Satisfied with the 
number of visitors

73%

Satisfied with the 
quality of visitors

81%

Rated the event as 
very important to 

their business

99%
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260+ Global Exhibitors from 30+ Countries

Top Countries Represented

Australia Canada China

India Saudi Arabia The 
Netherlands

Turkey United Arab 
Emirates

USA

NATIONAL 
PAVILIONS

Egypt

United 
Kingdom

United 
Kingdom

France

France

Germany

Germany

Italy

Italy
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Visitor Overview
The event brought together a vibrant mix 
of aviation professionals, government 
leaders, academics, and international 
representatives.Their active participation 
and diverse expertise sparked dynamic 
discussions, promoting a global exchange 
of ideas and unlocking meaningful 
networking opportunities across the 
industry.
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Visitor Profiles

Contractors & Consultants

Airports

Airport Operators

Air Cargo & Logistics

Airlines

Facilities Management

Airport Security

Airport Planners & Developers

Civil Aviation & Transport

Air Navigation Service Providers

Passenger & VIP Service

Ground Handlers

Airport Retail & Catering

Military

Customs

Immigration

25%

20%

18%

17%

15%

14%

13%

11%

10%

8%

8%

7%

6%

4%

4%

2%



Visitor
Feedback

Satisfied with overall 
participation at the 

event
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97%

Met their objectives

92%

Satisfied with the 
number of exhibitors

94%

Satisfied with the 
quality of exhibitors

96%

Event exceeded 
expectations

91%

Rated the event as 
very important to 

their business

99%
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8000+ Global
Attendees from
70+ Countries

TOP 20 PARTICIPATING COUNTRIES

USA

lebanon

CanadaBelgium China

Turkey

Qatar

Saudi Arabia United Arab
Emirates

United 
Kingdom

Egypt

IndiaFrance

Bahrain

Germany

Netherlands Pakistan PolandOman

Italy
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Global Airports Forum 2025 brought together 
aviation stakeholders through curated interactions, 
structured networking, and targeted business 
meetings.

The Business Engagement Programme enabled 
tailored, one-to-one engagements, facilitating 
meaningful connections between solution providers, 
airport authorities, and industry leaders. These 
interactions supported collaboration, knowledge 
exchange, and partnership development across the 
aviation ecosystem.

Senior government bodies, airport authorities, 
and global aviation leaders reinforced the forum’s 
role as a trusted platform for dialogue, partnership, 
and industry advancement.

A Platform Designed For Collaboration and 
High-Value Engagement

Civil Aviation Authorities and Regulators

General Authority of Civil Aviation (GACA) – Saudi Arabia
General Authority of Civil Aviation – Syria
Kuwait Civil Aviation
Pakistan Airports Authority
Civil Aviation Authority of Oman
Civil Aviation Agency of Uzbekistan
Civil Aviation Committee of the Ministry of Transport of the Republic of Kazakhstan
Aviation Administration of Kazakhstan JSC
ENNA National Air Navigation Company (Tunisia)
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Government Entities and Public Sector Bodies

Ministry of Transport – Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Ministry of Transport – Republic of Uzbekistan
Cabinet of Ministers – Republic of Uzbekistan
Ministry of Interior (MOI) – Bahrain International Airport Police Directorate
Public Investment Fund (PIF)
Federation of Saudi Chambers
National Center for Palm and Dates
Representing the Irish Ambassador to Saudi Arabia

Airport Operators and Airport Management Companies

Dammam Airports Company (DACO)
Tibah Airports Operation Company
Egyptian Airports Company
Egyptian Holding Company for Airports and Air Navigation
Pakistan Airports Authority
Dublin Airport Authority International
GMR Airports Limited

Airports and Airport Projects

Abu Dhabi Airports
AlUla International Airport
King Abdullah Bin Abdulaziz International Airport – Jazan
King Salman International Airport
Jeddah Airports
Prince Mohammad Bin Abdulaziz International Airport (Madinah)
Prince Sultan bin Abdulaziz Airport
Red Sea International Airport (RSIA)
Riyadh Airports
Sialkot International Airport (SIAL)
Erbil International Airport
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DAA International KSA
Red Sea Global
Cluster2
Royal Commission for Jubail and Yanbu

Special Economic Zones, Developers, and Destination Entities

Saudi Aerospace Company
SAL Saudi Logistics Services
Egyptian Aviation Services
Aviation Information Technology (AVIT)
Emirates Aviation Association

Airlines, Logistics, Aviation Services, and Other Distinguished Participants
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The Global Aviation Issues Conference, 
brought together visionary leaders and 
industry experts to address the most 
pressing challenges in aviation. Through 
engaging sessions and collaborative 
discussions, the conference delved into 
critical issues and emerging trends 
shaping the future of the industry.

Key Session Highlights

Global Aviation Issues Conference

Overview of Global Aviation, Trends, Industry 

Outlook

AI and Automation in Smart Airports

Attracting the Next Generation – AI and 

Workforce Innovation

Launchpads of the Future – Advancing 

Spacesports and Security Innovation

Airline Industry Trends and Regional Growth

Enhancing Passenger Experience and

Operational Readiness

Advanced Air Mobility

The Future of Aviation in a Sustainable World

The Power of Aviation Connectivity

Optimizing Airspace Management: Balancing 

Growth, Innovation, and Operational Efficiency

Presented by
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60+
Speakers

300+
Delegates

20+
Conference

Streams

Global Aviation 
Issues Conference



Celebrating the power of diversity, the 
Women in Aviation General Assembly 
championed gender inclusivity in the 
aviation sector. Inspiring discussions and 
meaningful networking opportunities
showcased the pivotal contributions of 
women while reinforcing the industry's 
commitment to innovation through 
inclusivity.

Key Session Highlights

Women in Aviation General Assembly

Women Shaping the Future of Saudi Aviation: 

The Impact of Female Leadership in Aviation 

under Vision 2030

Smart Aviation: Women Pioneering the 

Digital Takeoff

Aviation for All – Building an Inclusive and 

Diverse Workforce

Soaring Beyond Limits: Navigating the Future 

of Sustainable Aviation

Transforming Travel: From Operational 

Excellence to Passenger – Centric Innovation

From Classroms to Cockpits: Young Voices 

Taking on Aviation’s Future

Career Pathways in Aviation: Beyond Piloting Supported by:

40+
Speakers

300+
Delegates

10+
Conference

Streams
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The Women in Aviation Middle East Awards 
successfully recognized exceptional achievements 
and unwavering commitment to advancing 
women’s participation within the aviation industry. 
The awards honored individuals and organizations 
that actively drive gender diversity, inspire future 
generations, and champion sustainable progress 
across the sector.

Women in Aviation Middle East Awards

Excellence in Action

Leadership Women 
Empowerment Award

Talent 
Visionary Award

Pioneer in Female 
Aviation Award

Groundbreaking Women
 Empowerment Award

Sustainable Women 
Empowerment Initiative

Distinguished Women 
Empowerment Award

Ms. Hind Al Zahid 
Chief Advisor,

 Ministry of Tourism

Ms. Maryam Telmesani
VP of Sustainability, 

SAUDIA Group

Ms. Rehab Barash 
 Commercial Projects & Key Account 

Management Manager, JedCO

Ms. Nouf Al Abdulkarim 
Succession Planning and Leadership

Development Senior Manager,
Riyadh Airports

Captain Nevin Mahmoud Darwish 
First Arab female  pilot 

in Command on A380 & A350

Ms. Ashwaq Alghamdi, 
Aviation BU Relations 

Sr. Director, Saudi Tourism Authority
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Women in Aviation Middle East Awards

Global Women 
Empowerment Award

Women in Aviation 
Empowerment Champion 
Award Government Sector

Best Training Centre 
Support (WIA-ME)

Allison Couch Muminah Saboora

Saif AlameenNikol Safinova

Sana kaadan

Maria Iruj

Virginia Aguiliar

Nood Saleh Hussein Al Bakri Khadija Maahsanak Mirna Bedros

Scholarship from Airman's Ground

Human Factor Scholarship 2025

Luma Sahawneh Lamar Aldera

Chaimae Baroudi

Rahaf Kaddoura

Scholarship from 
Intercontinental Aviation Academy (FlyIAA)

Fundamentals of Aviation Full Airlines Transport Pilot License (ATPL)

Scholarship from WingsWay

Airport Operations Certificate
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Speaker
Testimonials

“It was an absolute honour to deliver a keynote at the conference. The event was exceptionally 
well curated, bringing together inspiring leaders, meaningful conversations, and a truly 
engaged audience. From insightful panel discussions to a highly engaging awards ceremony, 
the programme set a strong benchmark for impactful industry gatherings. I was proud to be 
part of such an important platform and look forward to supporting future editions.”

“It was a pleasure to participate in the conference, which was well organized and provided a 
strong platform for engagement and knowledge sharing.The event offered a valuable 
opportunity for the Saudi Academy of Civil Aviation to highlight its role in developing women’s 
capabilities through targeted aviation training. I look forward to continued collaboration to 

strengthen women’s participation and leadership in the aviation sector.”

Captain Nevin Mahmoud Darwish�

Eng. Wahhaj Hamed Motawie, 
President, Saudi Academy of Civil Aviation

“The conference reflects the strength of an industry shaped by diverse minds and a shared 
sense of purpose. When every voice has the space to contribute, aviation evolves with greater 
clarity — advancing sustainability, informing policy, and preparing for a future built on equity, 
collaboration, and meaningful impact. I was pleased to have been a part of this conversation and 
contribute to the collective vision shaping our sector’s future.”

Maryam Telmesani, 
VP of Sustainability, SAUDIA Group
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Speaker
Testimonials

“Thank you for organizing such an impactful conference. The sessions were inspiring and highly 
relevant, highlighting the vital role of women in shaping the future of aviation. I appreciated the 
practical discussions and the opportunity to connect with professionals across the industry.”

“It was a learning opportunity from the various industry experts in aviation landscape of the 
globe. At the same time it was overwhelming to share insights about my field of 

non-aeronautical revenue with the future generations and aspirants of tomorrow! 
Thank you to the event organizers!”

Basem Shawesh, 
Head of ANS Training and ELP, Saudi Academy of Civil Aviation

Marvi Bilal, 
Deputy Director - Commercial, 
Pakistan Airports Authority

“The conference was an inspiring platform that truly celebrates the impact of women's 
contribution in aviation. The conversations were powerful, authentic, and forward-looking, 
reinforcing the importance of leadership, collaboration, and visibility. Thank you for creating a 
space that motivates and elevates women across the industry.”

Swati Unnikrishnan, 
Consulting Director - Middle East, Africa, and Turkey, SITA
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Speaker
Testimonials

“Nth Consulting Group was pleased to participate in the Global Airports Forum and the 
conference, engaging with industry leaders and sharing insights on global best practices. 

Both events were exceptionally well organized, and we appreciate the opportunity to contribute 
and continue the conversations started at the forums.”

“It was a pleasure to contribute to the discussions around sustainability, innovation and woman 
contribution in the vital sector of aviation last week. Thank you Women in Aviation - Middle East, 

Our moderator Sohail Ali and my fellow panellists and inspiring woman leaders.” 

Natalie J. Salinas, 
Founder & CEO, Nth Consulting Group

Abeer AL Hashimi, 
Founder and Managing Partner,Vibrant Work Advisory Services

“The conference was very well organized and provided a valuable platform for knowledge 
sharing, meaningful discussions, and networking. It was an honor to speak at the conference 
and contribute to discussions on empowering future generations in aviation. The energy and 
ambition throughout the event highlighted a future driven by new ideas, stronger voices, and 
significant opportunities for women across the aviation industry.”

Eithar Alyaqoub, 
Aerospace Engineer, Saudi Airlines
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Speaker
Testimonials
“Attending the conference was a high-impact event that successfully combined inspiring 
leadership, meaningful discussions, and strong industry engagement. It provided a valuable 
platform for knowledge sharing, networking, and amplifying women’s voices in aviation. A 
well-executed conference with lasting impact.”

“Participating in the conference at Global Airports forum was a truly enriching experience. The 
panel discussion fostered open, forward-looking conversations on empowering women, 
advancing leadership, and navigating transformation within the aviation industry. I was proud to 
contribute my perspective and engage with a community committed to creating impactful 

change and supporting the next generation of women leaders in aviation.”

Zaina Alhejin, 
Head of Communication, Boeing Saudi Arabia

Dr. Heba Bakr Khoshaim 
VP for Students Life, PSU

“Being part of the panel reminded me that progress in aviation starts with human connection 
before technology ever takes flight.”

Eng. Rana Algowaiz, 
Executive Director,Saudia Cargo
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Speaker
Testimonials

“Attending the conference was a high-impact event that successfully combined inspiring 
leadership, meaningful discussions, and strong industry engagement. It provided a valuable 
platform for knowledge sharing, networking, and amplifying women’s voices in aviation. A 
well-executed conference with lasting impact.”

“It was an honour to participate in the conference, contributing to an important discussion on 
the diverse pathways and career opportunities across the aviation sector. Grateful to have shared 
the stage with such accomplished professionals who are shaping the future of aviation in the 

region and beyond.”

Nora Almohizai, 
Space Generation Advisory Council

Liana Coyne, Director, Coyne Airways
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The Airport Excellence Awards, a key highlight 
of Global Airports Forum 2025, recognized 
outstanding achievement, innovation, and 
best practices across the global aviation 
industry. The awards honored pioneering 
initiatives and projects that demonstrated 
excellence in areas such as airport 
infrastructure development, sustainability, 
and passenger experience. The ceremony 
brought together industry leaders whose 
work is delivering measurable impact and 
shaping the continued evolution of airport 
operations worldwide.

Airport Excellence Awards
Celebrating Excellence, Inspiring Progress in Aviation.
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Platinum Winners

PASSENGER EXPERIENCE

SUSTAINABILITY AND ENVIRONMENT



INNOVATION AND TECHNOLOGY

GROUND SUPPORT SOLUTIONS

AIRPORT SECURITY

AIRPORT DESIGN &  INFRASTRUCTURE BAGGAGE HANDLING

AIRPORT STAFF TRAINING & 
HUMAN CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT

AIR CONNECTIVITY &
ROUTE DEVELOPMENT
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Platinum Winners



Gold Winners

PASSENGER EXPERIENCE

SUSTAINABILITY AND ENVIRONMENT

INNOVATION AND TECHNOLOGY

GROUND SUPPORT SOLUTIONS
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AIRPORT STAFF TRAINING & 
HUMAN CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT

AIR CONNECTIVITY &
ROUTE DEVELOPMENT

Gold Winners

AIRPORT SECURITY

BAGGAGE HANDLING

AIRPORT DESIGN &  INFRASTRUCTURE
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Marketing and Communication

Global Airports Forum strategic marketing 
and communications campaign delivered 
strong results, demonstrating the 
effectiveness of an integrated, 360-degree 
approach. The campaign spanned 
pre-event promotion, onsite coverage, and 
post-event engagement, ensuring 
sustained visibility and meaningful 
audience interaction throughout the 
event lifecycle.

Across the two-day exhibition, the 
campaign generated significant local and 
international exposure. Targeted media 
outreach enabled high-impact interviews 
with key spokespeople, reinforcing core 
messages and extending the event’s 
reach across Saudi Arabia and global 
aviation markets.
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Website

Digital Reach & 
Engagement

Public Relations

Referral 
Marketing

Email

The website drew 395,279 visits, 202,682 sessions, and 
170,754 unique visitors.

Paid advertising achieved 75.2M impressions, 96.8K 
clicks, and 23K+ social media followers.

Generated an estimated PR value of $1,735,240, 
achieving an estimated circulation of 18,811,754 across 
297 online coverages.

Generated $80,080 in marketing value and 
recorded 1,900+ referral clicks

More than 60,000 unique contacts were reached 
through targeted email campaigns.





Daksha Patel
daksha@nicheideas.net

Mob: +971 56 6907668

Arun Veetil
arun@saudiairportexhibition.com

Mob: +971 52 4994488

Global Airports Forum
Tel: +971 4 4324076

www.globalairportsforum.com

Niche Ideas

Saudi Arabia:
Al Olaya District,

P.O Box 12244, Riyadh

UAE:
Unit No 436, Level No 5, DMCC 

Business Centre, Dubai

United Kingdom:
3 Lower Place Business Centre,
Steele Road, London NW10 7AT

Contact our sales team for space and sponsorship 
information or to finalise your booking:

SAVE THE DATE
30 November - 1 December 2026

NEW VENUE
Riyadh Front Exhibition & Conference Center
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